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Many years of research conducted by The Gallup Organization suggest that the most effective people
are those who understand their strengths and behaviors. These people are best able to develop
strategies to meet and exceed the demands of their daily lives, their careers, and their families.

A review of the knowledge and skills you have acquired can provide a basic sense of your abilities,
but an awareness and understanding of your natural talents will provide true insight into the core
reasons behind your consistent successes.

Your Signature Themes report presents your five most dominant themes of talent, in the rank order
revealed by your responses to StrengthsFinder. Of the 34 themes measured, these are your "top
five."

Your Signature Themes are very important in maximizing the talents that lead to your successes. By
focusing on your Signature Themes, separately and in combination, you can identify your talents,
build them into strengths, and enjoy personal and career success through consistent, near-perfect
performance.

A note of caution: Because many of your StrengthsFinder responses were neutral, the themes listed
are based only on the pairs of descriptors to which you did respond with something other than a
neutral response. Some people do not choose one descriptor from any given pair because they feel
that neither — or both — descriptors fit them well. While this is acceptable, it does mean that any
feedback you might receive that is based on these results may not be as personalized as it would be if
your results were stronger. Please keep this in mind when you consider how well you feel your top
five themes describe you.

Context

You look back. You look back because that is where the answers lie. You look back to understand the
present. From your vantage point the present is unstable, a confusing clamor of competing voices. It
is only by casting your mind back to an earlier time, a time when the plans were being drawn up, that
the present regains its stability. The earlier time was a simpler time. It was a time of blueprints. As you
look back, you begin to see these blueprints emerge. You realize what the initial intentions were.
These blueprints or intentions have since become so embellished that they are almost
unrecognizable, but now this Context theme reveals them again. This understanding brings you
confidence. No longer disoriented, you make better decisions because you sense the underlying
structure. You become a better partner because you understand how your colleagues came to be who
they are. And counterintuitively you become wiser about the future because you saw its seeds being
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sown in the past. Faced with new people and new situations, it will take you a little time to orient
yourself, but you must give yourself this time. You must discipline yourself to ask the questions and
allow the blueprints to emerge because no matter what the situation, if you haven’t seen the
blueprints, you will have less confidence in your decisions.

Belief

If you possess a strong Belief theme, you have certain core values that are enduring. These values
vary from one person to another, but ordinarily your Belief theme causes you to be family-oriented,
altruistic, even spiritual, and to value responsibility and high ethics—both in yourself and others.
These core values affect your behavior in many ways. They give your life meaning and satisfaction; in
your view, success is more than money and prestige. They provide you with direction, guiding you
through the temptations and distractions of life toward a consistent set of priorities. This consistency is
the foundation for all your relationships. Your friends call you dependable. “I know where you stand,”
they say. Your Belief makes you easy to trust. It also demands that you find work that meshes with
your values. Your work must be meaningful; it must matter to you. And guided by your Belief theme it
will matter only if it gives you a chance to live out your values.

Connectedness

Things happen for a reason. You are sure of it. You are sure of it because in your soul you know that
we are all connected. Yes, we are individuals, responsible for our own judgments and in possession
of our own free will, but nonetheless we are part of something larger. Some may call it the collective
unconscious. Others may label it spirit or life force. But whatever your word of choice, you gain
confidence from knowing that we are not isolated from one another or from the earth and the life on it.
This feeling of Connectedness implies certain responsibilities. If we are all part of a larger picture,
then we must not harm others because we will be harming ourselves. We must not exploit because
we will be exploiting ourselves. Your awareness of these responsibilities creates your value system.
You are considerate, caring, and accepting. Certain of the unity of humankind, you are a bridge
builder for people of different cultures. Sensitive to the invisible hand, you can give others comfort that
there is a purpose beyond our humdrum lives. The exact articles of your faith will depend on your
upbringing and your culture, but your faith is strong. It sustains you and your close friends in the face
of life’s mysteries.
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Input

You are inquisitive. You collect things. You might collect information—words, facts, books, and
guotations—or you might collect tangible objects such as butterflies, baseball cards, porcelain dolls,
or sepia photographs. Whatever you collect, you collect it because it interests you. And yours is the
kind of mind that finds so many things interesting. The world is exciting precisely because of its infinite
variety and complexity. If you read a great deal, it is not necessarily to refine your theories but, rather,
to add more information to your archives. If you like to travel, it is because each new location offers
novel artifacts and facts. These can be acquired and then stored away. Why are they worth storing?
At the time of storing it is often hard to say exactly when or why you might need them, but who knows
when they might become useful? With all those possible uses in mind, you really don't feel
comfortable throwing anything away. So you keep acquiring and compiling and filing stuff away. It's
interesting. It keeps your mind fresh. And perhaps one day some of it will prove valuable.

Includer

“Stretch the circle wider.” This is the philosophy around which you orient your life. You want to include
people and make them feel part of the group. In direct contrast to those who are drawn only to
exclusive groups, you actively avoid those groups that exclude others. You want to expand the group
so that as many people as possible can benefit from its support. You hate the sight of someone on the
outside looking in. You want to draw them in so that they can feel the warmth of the group. You are an
instinctively accepting person. Regardless of race or sex or nationality or personality or faith, you cast
few judgments. Judgments can hurt a person’s feelings. Why do that if you don’t have to? Your
accepting nature does not necessarily rest on a belief that each of us is different and that one should
respect these differences. Rather, it rests on your conviction that fundamentally we are all the same.
We are all equally important. Thus, no one should be ignored. Each of us should be included. It is the
least we all deserve.
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